
Note, 2025.03.11  

In 2020, I came across this item (starting on next page) on the “ESB Archives” website. 

https://esbarchives.ie/2016/03/09/rural-electrification-of-bere-island-co-cork-in-1958/ 

The site doesn’t seem to have anything in it at the moment, but its welcome page does say “A bright 
idea, coming soon.”  That’s a bit better than just seeing the words “under construction”.   I hope the 
updated version will be as good as the 2020 version was, and that it won’t omit  any of the great 
material the older one used to contain ! 

The piece was dated Dec. 1957, as the putting in of poles and wires in Bere Island was nearly done; 
and it mentioned the underwater cable that was expected soon from Germany. 

I was struck by how well the ESB higher ups had gotten to know Bere Island and its history and 
people. It is a very nice -- and well-written -- tribute to Bere Island.# 

 

Séamus Hanley ( james.hanley@mcgill.ca or seamus.hanley@gmail.com ) 

https://jhanley.biostat.mcgill.ca 

 

# The comment about the (telegraph) cable-laying of 1886 inspired me to go back to that era when what is now called the 
‘Victorian internet’ was being extended to North America. Elsewhere on my “Historical Material” page you will find a link to 
what I wrote up on the Great Eastern in Berehaven. 
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------- 

Article from ESB internal Publication REO News (Rural Electrification News) 

December 1957 

 

 

 



 


