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Subjects*

c(0, 1)

c(
0,

 1
)

471 Health Sciences

317 Epidemiology and Biostatistics

195 Epidemiology

127 Public Health

 63 Biology

 57 Biostatistics

 56 General

 51 Medicine and Surgery

 49 Engineering

 30

 18 Occupational Health and Safety

 15 Pharmacology

 13 Oncology

 11 Sociology

 10 Education

  9 Epidemiology and Health

  9 Obstetrics and Gynecology

  8 Gerontology

  8 Rehabilitation and Therapy

  8 Statistics

  7 Pathology

  6 Psychology

  5 Pharmacy

  4 Canada

  4 Health

  4 Medicine and Health Sciences

  4 Nutrition

  4 Public and Social Welfare

  4 Quebec

  3 adverse effects

  3 Environmental Sciences

  3 Ethnic and Racial Studies

  3 Genetics

  3 Human Development

  3 Immunology

  3 Individual and Family Studies

  3 Mental Health

  3 Occupational Health and Therapy

  3 prevention & control

  2 Adrenergic beta

  2 Biomedical

  2 Clinical

  2 Health Care Management

  2 Medicine

  2 Ophthalmology

  2 Pure Sciences

  2 Radiology

  2 Recreation

* 1700 in all; 85 'singletons' omitted.
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Thèse de Maîtrise en Sciences 
(Epidêmiolasie et Statistiques Mêdicales) 

LES REACTIONS SECONDAIRES AUX MEDICAMENTS : 

APPROCHE EPIDEMIOLOGIQUE ET CRITIQUE D'ENQUETES 

Charles Baelen, M~D., D.H.P. 

Département d'Epidêmiologie et de Santé 
Université NcGill 

3775, rue Université 
Montrêal,P.Q., Canada 

@ Charles Boelen 1969 
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ABSTRACT 

- Charles B01:ï:LEN 

- Les l\f1actions Secondaires aux Médicaments = 

Approche Epidémiolo8ique et Critique d'Enqu8tes . 

- Thèse de M Sc l • 

_ Département d'Epidémiolocie et de Santé 

Résumé 

Une revue assez étendue de. dirférents problèmes soulevés par 

les réactions secondaires a.xx: médicaments a été entreprise • 

La littérature spécialisée a été revue et critiquée suivant 

un schéma d'étude épidémiolocique • 

Une enquête rétrospective menée dans deux hôpitaux universitaires 

de Montréal a éprouvé un nouveau système de détection des 

réactions secondaires aux môdica,rJents • 

Des méthodes et des résultats des plus importantes études 

épidémiologiques sur le sujet ont été. comparés • 

En conclusion, certains aspects du problème des réactions 

médicamenteuses ont été nouvellement identiriés et certaines 

su[~:r;estions pour l'amélioration des pr'océdés de recherche 

ont été avancés • 

—————-

—————————————

————————————————–
——————————————-



Boelen, Charles L courtesy chatGPT1, Google2 & Dr Paul Grand’Maison3

▶ 1Professional biographies and organisation pages list Charles Boelen, MD,
MPH, MSc(epid), MSc(Edu) and describe him as Belgian-born, a public-health
physician and international consultant.

▶ 1He had a long career at the World Health Organization (Geneva) (several
pages note ∼30 years’ service and roles such as coordinator for human
resources for health).

▶ 1He is a well-known figure in medical education / social accountability (author of
influential papers, originator of the “five-star doctor” concept) and there is an
international AFMC award named after him (the Charles Boelen International
Social Accountability Award).

▶ 1He continues to appear in recent professional materials and
conference/consultancy pages (ResearchGate, ICHPE and other organizations
show ongoing activity and publications).

▶ 32001: doctorate honoris causa, Université de Sherbrooke. See my webpage for more

information from his collaborator of 35 years, and good and close friend, Dr Paul Grand’Maison, Professeur

émérite, Université de Sherbrooke - as well as a link to their 2025 article.

▶ 22008: Interviewed by Associate Editor, Education for Health : The article “Making a

Difference: Uniting Stakeholders in Improving Health Care throughout the World” begins with his time in

Montreal and McGiil.

https://journals.lww.com/edhe/fulltext/2008/21010/making_a_difference__an_interview_with_charles.10.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/edhe/fulltext/2008/21010/making_a_difference__an_interview_with_charles.10.aspx
https://journals.lww.com/edhe/fulltext/2008/21010/making_a_difference__an_interview_with_charles.10.aspx
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*

————————————————
—————————————–

—————————————-

*from Université de Montréal.
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Charles
Boelen

Prof.
Horowitz

W

W: Prof. Williams, an epidemiologist

K

K: Kuo, the Chinese colleague who graduated years later

?
L

L: Prof. Liddell, a statistician

G

G: Mrs. Gagnon, Canadian, who graduated 2 years after me
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intormation about 11,815 pregnancies in 1959·60 bad been colleeted in 
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,31 c1inica tbroughout Great Bri tain. and a stratiti. sample ot 2,172 
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For 21 months in 1959-60,
some 31 antenatal clinics
in England and Scotland
enrolled almost
12,000 pregnant women at
their visit at the end of or
just after their first
trimester.
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To summarize ...

▶ Wording (and punctuation!) matter
(Lynne Truss: “Eats, shoots & leaves")

▶ Link between degree and later career not always direct

▶ A degree from our dept.: a good foundation & point of departure

▶ McGill should be proud of our department, and of

▶ its ‘no-name’ designs
▶ its part in "the coming of age" of the etiologic study*
▶ its graduates

* “The sophisticated use and understanding of case-control studies is the most
outstanding methodologic development of modern epidemiology.” Ken Rothman.
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Thanks to

1964-

All of the students, staff, and colleagues in our department

Gail Eyssen, PhD 1975, for moving to U of T and creating the McGill vacancy

Duncan Thomas, PhD 1977, for seeking me out in that clinical trials conference in 1979

2025

Michael David Miller (McGill library) for setting up the search, and sending me the link
to eScholarship ;

Katherine Hayden and Nathalie Theoret for the photos

chatGPT, for its help with R coding, and its sleuthing

Others I have been emailing etc.

Symposium organizers for the chance to reminisce, and catch up with former
colleagues, students and staff.
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LINK to MOVIE

https://jhanley.biostat.mcgill.ca/EBOH-60thAnniversary/EBOH-Theses-1964-2024.mp4

