
SOME HICCUPS IN STATISTICAL ANALYSIS OF SOIL FERTILITY 
DATA 

 
 

P. M. Njuho 
 
 

University of KwaZulu-Natal, Pietermaritzburg, South Africa 
 

NjuhoP@ukzn.ac.za 
 
 
Confounding effects associated with soil fertility experiments and lack of direct solutions to the 
analysis of data from such experiments is highlighted. The hiccups in statistical analyses that call 
for serious consideration of soil fertility data are presented. The issue on how to separate the 
residual and direct effects within the context of cropping system is discussed. A case of 
subsistence farming involving soil fertility experiment is used in the illustration.    
 
 
 


