COUNTING THE UNDERCOUNT: ENUMERATION OF
PRIMARY HOMELESS IN ADELAIDE USING
CAPTURE-RECAPTURE

K. D'Onise’, Y. Wang?, R. McDermott?

Y Nunkvwwarrin Yunti, No Pulgi Outreach Health Service for Homeless People, Adelaide, Australia;
2School of Mathematics and Statistics, University of South Australia, Adelaide, Australia;
33Division of Health Sciences, University of South Australia, Adelaide, Australia

f E-mail: yan.wang@unisa.edu.au

The aim of this research is to determine the number of people in the Adelaide CBD who are
categorized as primary homeless, in order to better plan a new outreach health service for
homeless people. It explores the limitations of various attempts at enumeration of homeless
people undertaken in Australia, in particular with regards to counting rough sleepers. In the
study, we adopted the capture-recapture statistical technique to count homeless people, as is
being increasingly employed in the literature for enumerating difficult to reach populations.
We used three lists from three independently operated agencies in the CBD who work with
homeless people, to calculate an estimation of the number of rough sleepers in Adelaide.
The outcome demonstrated the marked undercount of homeless population in Adelaide of
the 2001 census. This has large ramifications on the planning of services to homeless people
that are currently resourced to provide services to a population thought to be 1/5 th of the
size.



