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Table 47. Handedness for persons 6 months-74 years of age--number examined and percent distribution
by hand preference, according to sex and age: United States, 1976-80

Hand preference

Examined
Sex and age persons Total Right Left Both Not sure
Both sexes Number Percent distribution
6-11 months...... e 356 100.0 27.8 5.7 10.0 56.6
1 yealr . .o i e e 706 100.0 42.5 9.0 11.7 36.8
2 YeaPS . ..t h it e 711 100.0 63.2 7.9 10.7 18.2
Jyears............. e 784 100.0 76.0 10.3 6.3 7.4
4 YeArS . i it et 800 100.0 82.4 9.4 3.3 4.9
5years............. e 761 100.0 89.5 8.4 1.6 0.5
6-11 vears........ e 1,725 100.0 87.0 12.4 0.5 0.1
1217 vears........c.ovvun 1,975 100.0 87.0 11.7 1.3 0.0
18~24 years................ 2,054 100.0 88.3 9.8 1.9 0.1
25-34 years..........u00unn 2,237 100.0 89.8 9.2 0.8 0.1
35-44 years........... [ 1,588 100.0 81.0 8.1 0.8 -
45~54 years................ 1,453 100.0 93.4 5.1 1.5 -
E5-64 years............0... 2,556 100.0 83.4 4.6 2.0 N
65-74 years..............0. 2,615 100.0 94.2 3.8 1.9 0.0
Male
6-11t months................ 179 100.0 238.4 4.8 15.2 50.5
1 year........ e e e 370 100.0 42.5 7.6 10.7 39.1
2 YOAPS . i ittt i 375 100.0 62.0 7.5 12.6 17.8
B years........coi e P 418 100.0 74.89 10.5 6.8 7.8
4 YeaArS . .. it 404 100.0 78.9 11.4 4.7 5.0
S years........ e e 397 100.0 88.8 8.8 1.9 0.5
6-11 years...........ovvunn 885 100.0 86.9 12.28 0.8 -
12-17 years........... e 1,038 100.0 84.5 13.9 1.6 -
18-24 years..... e 988 100.0 87.2 9.8 2.8 0.2
25-34 years....... e 1,067 100.0 87.9 10.5 1.6 -
35-44 vears........ .00 0. . 745 100.0 89.6 8.4 1.0 -
45-54 years........c.c000 00 690 100.0 91.5 6.8 1.7 -
55-64 years.........c..0.0. 1,227 100.0 91.7 6.0 2.3 -
65-74 years............. . 1,198 100.0 82.3 5.2 2.5 0.1
Female
6-11 months............... . 177 100.0 26.1 6.5 4.5 €2.8
1 year...... ces e et e 336 100.0 42 .5 10.4 12.6 34.5
2 years.......... F N 336 100.0 64.5 8.2 8.7 18.6
B Yyears.. ...t 366 100.0 77.2 10.1 5.8 7.0
4 years.........co0u.. e 396 100.0 86.2 7.2 1.8 - 4.8
S Vvears........oiiiieenn . 364 100.0 80.2 8.0 1.2 0.6
6=11 vears.......viev s . 840 100.0 87.2 12.5 0.1 0.3
12-17 years.........c.ccvv.. 936 100.0 89.7 9.3 0.8 0.1
18-24 years......... e 1,066 100.0 89.3 8.7 1.0 -
25-34 years....... e e 1,170 100.0 81.6 7.8 0.3 0.1
3544 years........v000000n 844 100.0 92.3 6.9 0.8 -
45-54 years.......c.000 0000 763 100.0 95.2 3.5 1.3 -
5564 vears................ -1,329 100:0 94.8 3.4 1.8 -
65-74 years.........cov0vuns 1,416 100.0 85.7 2.8 1.5 -
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